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The Big Lie

George Osborne and David Cameron are desperately trying to re-inflate the banking bubble by pumping money from our public services to fund corporation tax cuts, selling the bailed out banks back to the city and allowing the obscene bonus bonanza to resume while declaring ‘we are all in it together’. That is a big lie. The failure to reform the banking system makes the next crash inevitable. But as Mervyn King The Governor of the Bank of England has pointed out “The price of this financial crisis is being borne by people who absolutely did not cause it.” 
The coalition government has, without pause for thought, debate and without mandate rolled out a programme of cuts and privatisations which will fundamentally alter the structure of British society. The deficit is real, destructively real, but it was not caused by nurses, teachers, social and public sector workers but it is they who have picked up the tab. The banking crisis and recession has already created unemployment in the private sector, now the government is creating mass unemployment for the public sector. Day after day the Coalition announces new policies that it’s hard not to think have been made on the hoof. Under attack in the guise of ‘reform’- another lie – are public health and education, the emergency services, the benefits and justice system, the arts and culture… the list goes on. In future, those of us lower down the food chain and fortunate to be in work will be expected to work for longer, pay more into our pensions and get less out of them at the end. Each change is justified because of the deficit, but although a number of alternative solutions have been proposed - a Robin Hood tax and a serious attempt to collect unpaid taxes among them - they have never been even considered let alone discussed.     

Why do we have a welfare state? And what kind of society will we live in without one? In 1914 millions of young men from all over Europe and the colonies were slaughtered on the battlefields of France and elsewhere. The survivors were promised a land fit for heroes, instead they returned to mass unemployment, poverty, disease and ignorance. And soon more would die again in another, even more brutal world war. Out of the devastation, the dust of our destroyed cities, from the depths of the mass graves that scarred the European landscape, came, the cry, “Never Again!”

 Never again would people be forced to live in poverty when the economic winds changed course.

Never again would people be denied the fruits of human culture.

Never again would people die or suffer needlessly because they could not afford to pay for a doctor.

Never again would Governments be able to imprison, torture and murder citizens because they opposed their power.

Never again would people be persecuted because of their colour, religion or beliefs.

And the 1945 Labour government was mandated to replace the poor laws with the Welfare State, and in 1948 the UN declared the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. These two put together were the foundations, the basis for a new society, a new society created by people who had experienced the barbarism of Fascism, a new society where collective welfare outweighed private interest, a society that aspired to make human culture and endeavour open to all, where we were indeed ‘all in it together’. When Cameron calls for the Big Society he is telling another lie to mask an ideologically driven attack that will destroy that society.

No mandate: The Tories polled 10 million votes, 36% of the total, on a 65% turn out. A significant proportion of the Lib Dems votes came from Labour voters, disaffected by the Labour government’s deference to high finance and the billions it spent on two illegal wars and its attack on civil liberties. In fact it could be argued that the majority of votes were anti Conservative, and yet after an election- which according to Cameron nobody won - our government will launch an unparalleled assault on public services and the welfare state for which they have no mandate.

No Opposition: Because the Labour government created the conditions for this crisis, because, if elected, Labour would carry out largely the same programme only at a slower pace, parliamentary opposition is muted at best. Labour’s strategy appears to be - sit tight and wait until the next election and then, sick of the Coalition we will vote them in again. Ed Balls warns us Osborne is taking us back to the eighties. That’s not true either, the reality is much, much worse than that. Can you imagine a labour party manifesto radical enough to reverse this destruction?  

As we begin the defence of our public services, in two United States senates: Wisconsin and Ohio, the Republicans are attempting to pass a bill - unmentioned in their election campaigns - which strips the state’s employees of their right to bargain collectively. (At present the bill is going through the appeals process in the American courts.) The republicans claimed that the bill was necessary due to a budget deficit; that it is now no longer part of the budget legislation gives the lie to its beginnings. This bill is an unashamed attempt to make the right to organise a trade union illegal, and make no mistake Cameron will be watching this battle closely and if the Coalition’s programme of destruction is met with fierce resistance, we can expect similar attempts to legislate. This is the truth behind Cameron’s opposition to the European Convention on Human Rights.

Many of the rights enshrined in the European Convention on Human Rights are embodied in the services provided by the Welfare State, the care and support of the most vulnerable in our society: the old, the very young, the sick, the mentally ill, the unemployed, the poverty stricken. The attacks on services will place the burden of the economic crisis on those groups, and in doing so will run counter to the right to a dignified life that is the right of every human being on the planet. It is these same rights that are demanded by the masses of people trying to throw off the yoke of poverty and dictatorship in North Africa and the Middle East. 

We cannot wait to elect another Labour government, which will carry out the same political programme. We cannot leave the defence of our services to the Trades Unions alone, or any other sector of society. We must unite and use all our collective social power to resist what is being done wherever it is being felt.

William Hague has said that “One of the emerging lessons of the crises in the Middle East is that the demands for freedom will spread, and that undemocratic governments elsewhere should take heed.” That for once is a truth, the Coalition has no mandate and is acting undemocratically. If they wish to carry out such a transformation of our society, then let them put it to the people. We must bring about a general election.
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