Peace & Progress

A party for Human rights

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (10 December 1948) arose from the Charter of the United Nations 1945, which was the founding document of the United Nations. 


The Declaration was, and remains, a clear statement of principles: the equal rights of men and women, without distinction of any kind (such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion) to self-determination, equality before the law, social progress and better standards of living. 

Each one of the great powers of the United Nations has betrayed those principles on many occasions, with devastating consequences for millions of people. Despite this, international conventions exist to provide a framework for relations between nations and peoples in times of both peace and war. 

The War on Terror

Yet human rights at home and abroad are under threat as never before because of this war on terror. The violation of international and domestic laws has not and could not make any civilian population safe from terrorist attack. Conversely the war on terror has engendered the most degrading and illegal abuse of the people of Afghanistan and Iraq; shattered the peace process in the Middle East, and legitimised the Chechen genocide. The humiliation and torture of Muslim prisoners suspected of terrorism in Afghanistan, Guantanamo Bay in Cuba, Iraq and in CIA run ‘black sites’ all over the world has been directed by the White House and supported by the British government from the beginning. 

The stories of the British citizens and UK residents imprisoned in Afghanistan and then Guantanamo, are chilling. They were interrogated under torture, and a “rendered” (transferred to a country for the purposes of being tortured) with the complicity of the British government, in defiance of the Geneva Conventions and contemptible disregard for international conventions and human morality.

Four years on from the invasion, the catastrophe in Iraq rumbles on; six years on from the invasion of Afghanistan, more British soldiers are losing their lives than ever before. Here at home the climate of fear continues to divide our communities and increasingly draconian anti-terror legislation does not address the real threat that terrorism poses to the public.  

Human Rights are the only answer to terror

The government’s contempt for the rule of law and human rights is undermining security and democracy in this country. The more the government and the opposition are united in the belief that human rights are expendable, the more human rights become politicised. Once it was possible for non-governmental organizations to promote human rights non-politically, advocating them to whichever party was in power and opposing those actions which endangered them. Now human rights require an advocate within the political arena. Peace & Progress: a party for human rights was formed in recognition of this threat to all human and democratic rights. Our constitution states that:

“The object of the party is to organise, educate and argue for, and achieve all the principles of Human Rights as set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and in all subsequent international human rights conventions and treaties to which this country is a signatory and by which it must be bound.”

What do the aims and objects of our constitution mean in practice?

Organise:

Our political activity is not solely confined to electoral politics. Whilst we have stood, and will when appropriate stand, candidates for election, this is not our sole priority. We need to be active in defending all those who are today’s victims of human rights violations. We want all our members and supporters to have an active presence and life within civil society on the issues related to human rights and the everyday struggle to live, no matter how small or large.

Argue:

We have held and will continue to hold, conferences, symposia, public meetings, lectures, vigils, cultural events: such activities are crucial for engaging people from all sections of society in political life. All members and supporters can participate either by attending, getting others to attend, or joining in the organisation of such events. We endeavour to bring together experts in the field of human rights with political activists, charities, civil organisations of all kinds, environmental campaigners, anti-nuclear activists, concerned individuals, those defending their rights against direct attacks, and other political parties with the view to creating a common understanding and platform for the defence and development of human rights.

Achieve:

Our programme is by necessity primarily a defensive one. We must defend the rights under attack and seek to reinstate those that have been taken out of statute. However, we also aim to develop a progressive programme for human rights. We aim to contribute to defining the future trajectory of human rights. Not all the rights written into international law have been enacted or enjoyed by all people across the planet. We will seek the conditions for future generations to be in full receipt of the conditions of life implied by all the universal declarations. Peace & Progress fights for a world without fear and poverty.

We invite you to join us

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I would like to join Peace & Progress: a Party for Human Rights
(Please print) 

Name………………………………………………………..Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Tel/Mb……………………………………………Email………………………………………………………………………………….

Signature  …………………………………………………Date  ………………………………

I enclose my membership (12 MONTHS @ £36 waged/ £12 unwaged) 

I enclose a donation of …………………………………………………….to Peace & Progress

Please include me on your mailing list for future events……………………………………

Please return this form to: Peace & Progress, The Warehouse, 54-57 Allison Street, Digbeth, Birmingham B5 5TH or email us at: mail@peaceandprogress.org.
Or telephone 07888841586
Visit our website: www.peaceandprogress.org
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